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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1909] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the biil 
(S. 1909) for the relief of Henry Bongart and Evelyn Bongart, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment 
and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On line 7, strike the period and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


: Provided, That the said Henry Bongart and Evelyn Bongart return to the 
United States for permanent residence within a period of one year following the 
effective date of this Act. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to preserve for Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Bongart their United States citizenship notwithstanding any 
period of residence in a foreign state provided that they return to the 
United States for permanent reisdence within 1 year following the 
enactment of the bill. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are natives of Poland and citizens of the 
United States. Mrs. Bongart derived United States citizenship 
through the naturalization of her parents while she was still a minor. 
Mr. Bongart was naturalized on November 8, 1943, whileserving in the 
United States Armed Forces, from which he has received an honorable 
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discharge. Mr. and Mrs. Bongart went to Paris, France, in 1946 to 
assist in the rehabilitation of the family’s business in France. A child 
was born in 1948 and it was discovered that the child had a malignant 
tumor which required surgery. Physicians’ certificates indicate that 
it would be dangerous to move the child from his present environment 
and that the child cannot be vaccinated until he is at least 5 years of 
age. Under the provisions of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bongart would lose their United States citizenship by 
residing continuously for 5 years in a foreign state. All the bill does is 
to preserve for them their United States citizenship for another year, 
during which time they have every intention of returning to the 
United States with their child. 

Senator Bourke B. Hickenlooper, the author of the bill, has sub- 
mitted the following information in connection with the bill: 


Untrep StrateEs SENATE, 
August 2, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: On July 27, I introduced a bill for the relief of 
Henry Bongart and Evelyn Bongart. This bill was designated as S. 1909 and 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bongart are natives of Poland. Mrs. Bongart came to this 
country with her parents and upon their naturalization she acquired derivative 
citizenship. Mr. Henry Bongart immigrated to the United States and was 
inducted into military service on June 19, 1943. He entered military service 
on July 3, 1943, at Fort Hayes, Ohio. He was naturalized on November 8, 1943, 
at Louisville, Ky. 

In military service, he was assigned to the Twenty-second Tank Battalion, 
Eleventh Armored Division. He served overseas from September 29, 1944, 
until January 28, 1946, and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Campaign Medal, European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with 
three Bronze Stars and the World War II Victory Medal. He participated in 
the Rhineland Ardennes Central Europe campaign with General Patton’s Army. 

While in France with the American Army in the fall of 1945, he saw for the first 
time since 1939 his sister and brother-in-law Prior to the war he had been 
employed by his brother-in-law in business in France. His sister’s daughter, an 
only child, had been deported by the Germans and was in 1945 presumed to be 
dead. The parents were so grief-stricken that the brother-in-law’s business was 
being neglected and out of pity and a strong feeling of obligation to his relatives, 
Henry Bongart promised to return to France following his release from active 
duty and to remain there for a year to rehabilitate the business. His brother-in-law 
gave him a contract, making him general manager of the business. 

Henry Bongart and Evelyn Bongart were married in April of 1946 and shortly 
thereafter returned to France. Conditions there in the brother-in-law’s business 
and family required their stay extending to more than the year contemplated, 
with the result that the Bongarts remained with their relatives. On January 28, 
1948, a son, Irving Ben Bongart, was born. Shortly after the child’s birth, it 
was discovered that he was afflicted with a malignant lobar tumor, later diagnosed 
as angiosarcoma of the right shoulder. The child submitted to surgery in April of 
1948. 

I am furnishing photostatic copies of statements of physicians, including a 
histological examination report furnished on April 29, 1948. These statements 
and reports we have had translated by Legislative Reference Service, Library of 
Congress, and I am enclosing them with this letter. It will be noted that the 
statements from physicians bring out the point that the Bongart child will not 
be able to be vaccinated until he is at least 5 years old and each statement recom- 
mends against a long voyage because of the possibility of relapse. I understand 
that in the child’s present environment and with regular check-ups by the physi- 
cians and surgeons who have been attending him, that he is making good progress 
toward recovery but that this progress might be lost if it becomes necessary for 
him to be taken out of his present environment and is forced to make a long 
journey to the United States from France at this time. 
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The Bongarts were aware of the provisions of law which would require that 
they terminate their stay in France before the end of 5 years continuous residence 
and, therefore, both Mr. and Mrs. Bongart returned to this country on or about 
July 11, 1951, leaving the child in the care of relatives in France. During the 
latter part of July they applied for passports to return to France but have been 
advised that a return to France at this time after so short a period in this country 
would not break the continuity of the 5 year residence law. 

I have had opportunity to discuss this matter with Mr. and Mrs. Bongart and 
I am convinced that they value their American citizenship so highly that they 
will go to almost any length to preserve that citizenship. Itis their hope, however, 
that they may be permitted to return to France and to care for their child until 
his physical condition will permit him to be brought to this country 

As I have stated, the child is now in the care of a niece who is able to assume his 
care during a vacation period but that vacation will terminate about September 1. 
The Bongarts are, therefore very anxious to return to France during the month 
of August this year. 

It is my understanding that the proposed omnibus immigration bill makes pro- 
vision to exempt veterans of World War II from the 5-year provision as the present 
act now exempts veterans of World War I. In addition, I am advised that the 
exemption for illness is extended to include the spouse or child of a naturalized 
American citizen, While I understand that it is hoped to bring the general bill 
for congressional consideration during the present session, I feel that if the private 
bill can be acted upon at an early date, it will permit the Bongarts to return to 
France prior to September 1, 1951. 

I am personally acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Bongart. I know them to be 
highly reputable citizens. A number of people in Davenport, lowa, in whom I 
have complete confidence, have shown considerable interest in this matter. I 
feel that this is a case of unusual hardship and I hope that the committee may 
find it possible to give full and favorable consideration to this bill. 

I am sure that you understand that I shall be more than glad to furnish such 
additional information as may be required. I am enclosing a photostatic copy 
of Mr. Bongart’s Army honorable discharge certificate. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. B. HICKENLOOPER. 





Tue Lisprary or CoNGRESS 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE SERVICE 
WasuHineton 25, D. Cy 
Translation 


I, the undersigned physician for the Paris Hospitals certify that the child Irving 
Ben Bongard, born on January 28, 1948, was-operated on for a malignant lobar 
tumor, the continued growth of which would have been most serious. 

I have attended him for 2 years. The risk of relapse is not completely excluded. 
It is necessary that this child have regular check-ups by physicians, surgeons, and 
radiotherapists, and that the above-signed keep him under surveillance. 

Fatigue can provoke a relapse. For that reason his vaccination must be post- 
poned until he is 5 years old, and lengthy travel must be avoided. 

June 22, 1951. 

Dr. RayMonp MANDE. 

This is the French translation of the two certificates in English attached hereto, 

Seen, for certification of the signature of Mr. Mande. Paris, June 12, 1951 [sic]. 
The Commissioner of Police. Signature iJlegible. 
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THe LiIpRary OF CONGRESS 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE SERVICE 
WaAsHINGTON 25, D. C, 


Translation 
Paris, June 25, 1951. 

I, the undersigned Dr. Simone Laborde, chief of service at the Gustave-Roussy 
Cancer Institute, certify having treated, after a surgical intervention for an 
angiosarcoma of the right shoulder, the child Irvin Bongart, born on January 28, 
1948. 

This serious disease requires repeated supervision, at regular intervals, by the 
physicians who have operated on and treated the child. 

It is therefore indispensable that I examine this child regularly, at least every 
2 months. 

The Bongart child will not be able to be vaccinated until he is at least 5 years 
old, because of the consequences which a vaccination at the present time might 
have in his case. 

Because of the possibilities of a relapse, I believe it wise if I oppose a long 
vovage whose effects upon the health of the child are unforeseeable. 

Dr. S. LABORDE. 


Seen, for certification of the signature of Dr. Laborde. Villejuif, June 25, 1951. 
The Director of the Establishment. Signature illegible. 


Tue Lisprary oF CONGREss, 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE SERVICE, 
WasHINGTON 25, D. C. 
Translation 


I, the undersigned Doctor of Medicine Bergeret, surgeon for the Paris Hospitals 
and for the American Hospital of Paris, member of the Academy of Surgery, 
certify that the child Ben Irvin Bongart, born on January 28, 1948, was operated 
on by me at the age of 3 months, involving serious surgery, for angosarcoma of 
the right shoulder. 

His present state of health requires careful and continuous supervision. He 
cannot be vaccinated before the age of 5, because of the possibility of a pro- 
tracted relapse, the risk of which cannot be excluded. 

For the same reason, I advise against all lengthy traveling on his part which 
is susceptible to aggravating his illness. 

Issued at Paris, June 22, 1951. 

BERGERET. 


Seen, for certification of the signature of Mr. Bergeret, Paris, June 22, 1951. 
The Commissioner of Police. Signature illegible. \ 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1909), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





